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Start of a nes
‘relationship

Cllnton s visit to SA should herald a
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new trade based link with the US

US President Bill Clinton’s visit to
Africa will broaden Americans’
awareness of Africa as a whole,
RICH MKHONDO of the

Independent Foreign Service
reports from Washington

ILLARY Rodham Clin-

ton said her husband’s

trip to six sub-Saharan

Africa nations would go

a long way to broaden
Americans’ awareness of the need
to engage with Africa by moving
from Cold War-era African depen-
dency on aid to a relationship based
on trade.

In a briefing to African jour-
nalists at the White House, she said
her hushand’s tour of Ghana, Ugan-
da, South Africa, Botswana, Senegal
and Rwanda would highlight Am-
erica’s post-Cold War interest in the
continent’s people and launch a
partnership founded on common
commitment to democratic prinei-
ples and universal respect for
human rights, economic growth,
and mutual security.

Clinton will be accompanied by
about 700 US officials, lawmakers,
businessmen and 300 journalists.

“The trip will represent a very
strong statement of commitment on
behalf of the US to our relationship
with and in partnership with Af-
rica. We believe Africa should be
fully mtegrated into the global com-
munity,” she said.

While in South Africa from next
Wednesday to Sunday, Clinton will
meet President Mandela and other
leaders. He will also address pariia-
ment and visit Robben Island, Plans
are under way for him to visit
Soweto and other areas while he is
in Johannesburg on Saturday

before travelling to Botswana.

With Clinton’s visit, the first Am-
erican president to make a state vi-
sit to sub-Saharan Africa since Jim-
my Carter in 1979 and the first to
come to southern Africa, there are
growing expectatmns of increased
US involvement in the region.

Message

“We want to send a clear message
here in the US that we have a very
strong mterest in developing strat-

egic economic trade investment and
other kinds of partnership with
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Clinton said.
. She said her husband’s trip has 1
been boosted by the upcoming legis-
i linking US trade, de-
nt and aid to democratic
market reforms, a strategy
to encourage self-reliance
It would relieve debts and 2 ..... P,
investment for nations that
” That means opening mar-
ling elections, and cutting e

................

ent spending - steps that
cause economic pain in poor 3
mtries. B

“Also at the briefing was Assistant -
Secretary of State for African Af-
fairs Susan Rice.

“We must accelerate Africa’s full
integration into the world economy. 4 . e
As the global village shrinks and
nations forge closer economic ties, -
Africa must not be left behind,”she ] e e i e
said. “There are bright spots on Af-
rica’s horizon. Economic growth is

on the upswing. Nations are liberal- 5 ...... Teeereraaan

ising their economies and begin-

ning to reap the benefits of free -

markets and economic reform. o TrrrEromseeees te
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